
Meetings and Events 
 

 May Membership Meeting is Canceled  

 July 4, 2020 3:00 PM Flotilla  

 September 5, 2020 9:00 AM Membership Meeting 
 

Membership Meetings are held at the Newbold Town 
Hall  4590 Hwy 47, Rhinelander, WI 

  Dr. Greg Sass to Speak at September Meeting 

Dr. Greg Sass will be our speaker at 
the September 5th  Lake Association 
Meeting.  His presentation is called 
‘The Coarse Woody Habitat and In-
land Lake Fisheries: Knowns, Un-
knowns, and Current Studies’. 

Greg earned his B.S. in Biology from 
the University of South Florida in 1999 and his M.S. and Ph.D. in 
Zoology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 2001 and 
2004, respectively.  After serving as the Director of the Illinois 
River Biological Station with the Illinois Natural History Survey 
during 2006-2011, Greg has been a fisheries research scientist, 
northern unit fisheries research supervisor, and now statewide 
supervisor of the Wisconsin DNR fisheries research program.  
Greg is based at the Northern Highland Fishery Research Area in 
Boulder Junction.  
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NEWSLETTER 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
  By Mick Howen 
 

Hello members of Lake Mildred & Clear Lake 
Property Owners Association, neighbors and 
friends. As I write this, we are all going through 
some very unprecedented and challenging times. 
As you read this, I hope we are on our way toward 
putting Coronavirus behind us. To all of our mem-
bers, neighbors, friends and family, we wish you 
the best in health and happiness. 
 
Today, I saw a photo on the Lake Mildred & 
Clear Lake Property Owners Association Face-
book page (if you haven't liked and followed that 
page, please do). I see the ice is starting to melt 
away. After coming out of another Wisconsin 
winter, we wonder what we'll see as it relates to 
lake levels and our properties . I recall, a couple of 
years ago, someone telling me the rising water 
was a far better challenge than the past low water 
experience. At this point, I'm guessing it depends 
on your own personal experience and perspective. 
I suspect the property owners and aquatic life 
have very different perspectives. As for me, I'd 
like to see a drier summer, but we'll have to con-
tinue to wait to see what the future holds. 
 

The high water levels continue to make it very 
challenging for trees and we'll need to continue 
considering what's best as we address concerns. 
We've seen some go down and others are unfortu-
nately likely to follow. It's important to think 
about the steps we consider and our efforts. We 
must remember the canopy trees create provide 
shade to the shoreline and reduce water tempera-
tures. They also moderate the impact of heavy 
rains and produce organic matter and natural de-
bris that support the health of our shallow water 
ecosystems. Their roots provide soil structure by 
keeping soil in place and they direct rainfall 
through the soil as they take on nutrients and filter 
out contaminants.   Without them, it's more likely 
rainfall stays on the surface and finds its way di-
rectly into the lake without necessary filtering.  
 Continued on page 2 
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The Clean Boats Clean Waters                                                
By Jennifer Labs 
 

The Clean Boats, Clean Waters (CBCW) watercraft inspection program is an opportunity to 
take a front line defense against the spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS). Our beautiful 

chain of lakes - Lake Mildred and Clear Lake - have a CBCW plan. Through this program, 
trained inspectors perform boat and trailer checks for invasive species, share information 
with boaters about ways to keep our lakes free of AIS, and collect and track data specific to our lakes.  

  

Last year, the LMPOA was able to secure a grant from the DNR that helped pay for the cost of boat inspec-
tors at the landing, while allowing us to increase hours spent monitoring watercraft. This year, we were able 

to secure the same funding. This is excellent news! In addition, Jackson Labs, our seasoned boat inspector is 
returning this summer to help protect our bodies of water that he enjoys so much.  

  

We are closely monitoring the situation related to the COVID-19 virus in regards to carrying out our Clean 
Boats, Clean Waters program. At this time, we have been directed by the DNR to suspend boat inspections 
until further notice. That being said, we have secured grant funding, copied inspection sheets, and located the 
clip board, t-shirt, and hat. Our inspector is ready to move forward the moment we receive clearance to do so! 

 President’s Corner, continued from page 1 

Our natural buffers, which are the single most effective protection for water quality, lake ecosystems, and essential 
wildlife habitat continue to be impacted.  I hope we all consider taking steps to maintain or restore proper buffers to 
protect our water quality from excess nutrients produced naturally and, quite frankly, by us. Buffers are instrumental in 
absorbing runoff from significant rainfall (especially storms). They act as an essential sediment filtering system, hold 
pollutants and purify our water. Buffers also provide a stabilizing effect, which prevent wave erosion created by 
storms, winds and our own lake activity. They provide shade, natural debris and nutrients, which are extremely im-
portant to shallow water aquatic life. Furthermore, these buffers are necessary for wildlife and plants. In a time that so 
many natural buffers have been removed in so many places, it's vitally important to maintain what we have and restore 
buffers in areas that are missing them. 
 
As always, your membership and involvement is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our lakes and our relationships 
near and around the lake. Provided we are not still practicing social distancing, our next meeting is at the Newbold 
Town Hall on Saturday, May 23rd (9am). Once again, we have an excellent guest speaker lined up. Dr. Greg Sass will 
speak about coarse wood habitat and inland fisheries from an interesting and very informative point of view. Along 
with this, we'll have our regular updates and an opportunity to hear from you. So, please attend and encourage your 
neighbors to attend with you.  
 
Also, during the May meeting, we will be taking nominations for a Board of Directors election, which will take 
place during the September meeting (Saturday, September 5th). Stan and I have terms that will expire at the end of this 
year. I'm sure I can speak for Stan when I say we have appreciated the opportunity to help on this team and are inter-
ested in doing what we can in support moving forward.  
 
You may find you've read this before and at the risk of being very redundant, please remember to slow down on the 
lake when you are supposed to slow down, be respectful of others, and keep our shorelines and lakes safe and clean. 
Remember, there's just something special about a friendly wave between neighbors and friends while out on the 
lake. I’m wishing you all nothing but the best as we continue to enjoy lake life experiences and keep traditions alive. 
Let’s do all we can to make sure Lake Mildred and Clear Lake remain wonderful! 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
There  will be 2 positions open on the Lake Association Board of Directors the end of this year.  Terms 
are for 3 years.  If you are interested in running please contact the Board President, Mick Howen at 
mjhowen@hotmail.com.  The election will be held at the September  5th meeting. 
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Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/lakemildredandclearlake               

FISH STOCKING By Paul Evans                                                     
 

Thanks to your generosity we have stocked walleye the past four years. Starting in 2016 we have stocked 950 walleye 
each year, the maximum allowed based on the size of the lake. We have stocked 3800 walleye at a total cost of $8,059. 
Prior to 2016 the last time walleye were stocked in Lake Mildred was 1934. They put in 172,440 walleye that year! Can 
you imagine what that must have been like to watch that many fry swim from shore? A number of other species were 
also stocked in the following years, including brook trout in 1957 and 1958.  
 

As most of you know all of the fish management studies and our own lake study emphasized the need to stock the lake 
in order to increase the number of walleye beyond just a few scattered throughout the lake. The lake does not have suf-
ficient spawning habitat for natural reproduction. It also means that we need to continue to be careful how many wall-
eye we harvest. For more information on the impact of over harvesting, go to the Lake Mildred web site and read the 
November 30th article summarizing a study regarding declining walleye populations. DNR fish surveys are also availa-
ble on the web site.  
 

Some have raised questions regarding the impact  on the walleye fry. Do they eat them? A 2016 study done in northern 
Wisconsin looked at largemouth bass - walleye interactions. They researched four lakes over two years. Of the 945 bass 
they examined, only one had eaten a walleye. And only one walleye out of the 641 they examined had eaten a walleye. 
Good news for our walleye fry. Last year I wrote that muskie will eat walleye but that is not their preferred forage.  
 

I know we are all anxious to start catching walleye more regularly. Where are all those walleye we stocked? From some 
fish stories I have heard (okay, they are fish stories) it appears that some walleye that are being caught are some of the 
early stocked fry (based on the size of the walleye). We need to continue to stock walleye and maintain the small parts 
in the lake that might be suitable spawning areas for the fishing to improve.  
 

A lot of you also like to catch crappie and bluegill. They are fun to catch and a great way for kids to learn about fishing. 
We need to also take care of those populations. Please release all bluegill and crappie over 8 inches. We need to keep 
the spawners and the males who guard the beds in the lake if we want to increase the numbers of larger panfish.  
 

Enough about fish. I hope you and your family are all okay. As I write this there is a lot of uncertainty about the future. 
Will we be able to open up our cottage this spring as we have for over 50 years? Will all of the summer plans we have 
talked about actually happen? It is hard to know right now, but none of that is more important than our health. Take 
care of each other, care for your neighbor no matter how far away they live. We are all neighbors. I will leave you with 
this poem (author unknown). When despair for the world grows in me and I wake in the night at the least sound in 
fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be. I go and lie down where the wood drake rests in his beauty on 
the water, and the great heron feeds. I come into the peace of wild things who do not tax their lives with forethought 
of grief. I come into the presence of still water. And I feel above me the day-blind stars waiting with their light. For a 
time I rest in the grace of the world and am free. 

 Take care, Paul Evans  

Interesting  Facts 
 

  Lake Mildred is one of the clearest lakes in Wisconsin with secchi (clarity) readings over 30’ feet 
 

  At a depth of 40 feet the water temperature stays around 45 degrees  all summer 
 

  Lake Mildred has 119 tax parcels, 105 property owners, and 40 year round residents 
 

  Clear Lake has 51 tax parcels, 46 property owners and 11 year round residents 
 

 According to Lake Historian Germaine Jonesi, there are two sunken boats in Lake Mildred.  One is 
in the bay at the southeast end of the lake and the other is off the southwest shoreline between the 
last two homes on Lake Mildred Parkway.  

 

 There was a narrow gauge railway spur used for logging in the 1890s that ran across the narrow  

       section of Clear Lake. It can be seen in the 1930’s Oneida County GIS map 



Lk Mildred & Clear Lk  Property Owners Association 

4349 Cedar Lane 

Rhinelander, WI 54501 

Join the July 4th Flotilla  at 3 PM starting at the boat landing 


